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TWO ARRESTED AND CHARGED FOR HOSTAGE TAKI NG
TWO HOSTAGES RESCUED BY FBI

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that JUN LI ANG and CHAO
XI AN YAO were arrested by agents of the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation (the “FBI”) |late |last week for conspiracy to conmt
host age t aki ng.

According to the Conplaint filed in federal court
during this past week, several wonmen who had been illegally
smuggl ed into the United States from China were being held as
hostages until their famlies in the United States were able to
pay each hostage’ s snmuggling fee. The fee denanded from one
hostage’s family was $70,000, it was charged.

Menbers of the FBI's Asian Crimnal Enterprise Task
Force were able to determ ne that one of the cellular tel ephones
used to denmand the paynent of this smuggling fee was regi stered

to an address in Brooklyn. As a result, agents set up



2
surveill ance near the address and observed LI ANG and YAO exiting
the address with an Asian worman. The three then nmet w th anot her
woman and, shortly thereafter, the two wonen wal ked away in one
direction while LI ANG and YAO wal ked of f in anot her.

According to the Conplaint, after observing the wonan
wal k away, an agent called one of the cellular tel ephones used to
make a ransom demand. YAO was observed answering this call, and
agents arrested himand LI ANG

According to the Conplaint, after their arrest, agents
found nore than $10,000 in cash as well as a substantial nunber
of unaddressed noney orders on YAO, and both YAO and LI ANG
carried cellular tel ephones that allegedly had been used to nake
ransom denmands. Agents also |learned that there were two
addi ti onal wonen being held at the Brooklyn address that was
under surveillance, and subsequently rescued these wonen and
rel eased themto their famlies.

M . KELLEY praised the FBI for their response to and
the investigation of this matter.

I f convicted on the hostage taking conspiracy charge
all eged in the Conplaint, LIANG and YAO each faces a maxi mnumterm
of inprisonnent of life.

Assistant United States Attorney WS. WLSON LEUNG i s
I n charge of the prosecution

The all egations contained in the Conplaint are nmerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unless and
until proven guilty.
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